What home insurance
may not cover

Most people think about their homeowners insurance only
rarely except when they have a claim. By the time something
goes wrong, however, it's way too late to begin learning about
your coverages.

Many so-called “exclusions” vary by the insurer. If you know
; s { about them in advance, you may be able to switch carriers or

A1 “ .2 =/ buy extrainsurance to stay protected. So pull out your policy
WS- U 4 andcheckforthe following:
Mold and water damage

Avyear ago, if a pipe burst in your home, your insurer would probably pay for the damage,
including mold remediation. Now you may not be covered for the mold. A huge increase in
mold-related claims in California has many insurers scrambling to eliminate or at
least reduce their exposure. Many insurers are limiting how much they’ll cover for
water damage, as well.

War, nuclear accidents and terrorism

If your home is burned down in a riot or other “civil commotion,” your insurer probably will
pay to rebuild it. If your home is damaged by an invading army or is irradiated by a nearby
power plant, however, you're not covered. If your house is destroyed during a terrorist attack,
you also may be on your own. California is approving the exclusions on a company-
by-company basis.

Natural disasters

If your home burns down in a wildfire, you're probably covered if you live in a developed
area. If you live in a remote cabin or your home is inundated by a flood or blown away in a
tornado you may not be. California residents can get earthquake coverage from the
state-run California Earthquake Authority or from a handful of insurers willing to write
earthquake policies. Floods, meanwhile, aren’t covered under homeowners
insurance policies. The National Flood Insurance Program, run by the Federal
Emergency Management Agency, offers coverage. If you're the victim of a landslide,
however, you're pretty much on your own.







